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Palm Passion Sunday, 2019 

For additional Homilies and Articles, please visit 

my website: https://joyoftheword.org/  

I. Compassion: The Dawn of 

Love 

a. During these final 

days of Lent we 

continue our 

reflections on 

Compassion 

 

b. Compassion is that Dawn, that brilliant daybreak, 

which dispels the darkness of solitude and self-

centeredness, and illumines the heart with love 

for another. 

c. Today we remember in a special way the depth of 

God’s Compassion for us. 

 

II. Pope Benedict XVI writes: 

a. “God's compassionate love for humanity is at the 

same time a forgiving love. It is so great that it 

turns God against Himself, His love against his 

justice. Here Christians see the mystery of the 

Cross: so great is God's love for us that by 

becoming man he follows us even into death, and 

so reconciles justice and love.”1 

                                                           
1
 Pope Benedict XVI; Deus Caritas Est; Encyclical Letter; December 25, 2005; article 10. 

Jean-Hippolyte Falndrin, 1842 

https://joyoftheword.org/
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III. Since the beginning, God has sought Loving 

communion with us 

a. But our sin and death broke our communion 

IV. The Attempts 

a. We wanted Paradise, and God gave us Eden, but 

we sinned in our desire to be gods ourselves. 

b. We wanted to be free of temptation and error, and 

God purified Creation in the flood, and we willed 

temptation and error back. 

c. We wanted freedom and liberty, and God brought 

us out of the slavery, and we worshipped a golden 

calf 

d. Finally, we wanted military and political power to 

set things right, and God gave us Solomon, Saul, 

and David, and we who picked up the sword, died 

by the sword. 

V. In today’s Gospel, The people of Jerusalem are still 

caught in that error. They were expecting the Messiah 

to be a great political and military ruler, a prince of the 

House of David 

a. Who would set them free of the Romans, 

b. Reign with power and justice, 

c. And establish righteousness with God 

VI. We hear and see their expectations in their actions 

a. Shouts of Hosannah to the Son of David! 

b. Laying cloaks and palm branches on the ground 

before their great King 
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VII. But the observant would wonder at this King, and 

wonder what new power he would bring 

a. Instead of a mighty war horse, a powerful stallion 

b. Jesus enters Jerusalem on a meek and mild colt 

c. The Romans may have laughed at the sight of this 

new King on a colt, but the wise pondered its 

meaning 

VIII. In the fullness of time, God could have chosen Power 

a. We have seen Jesus’ power and glory revealed in 

the Transfiguration 

 

IX. Instead God chooses a force mightier than political 

and military power, 

a. God chooses to act through the greatest power in 

heaven and earth 

b. God acts through Love, the total gift of self, 

for our good 

that we might be compelled by compassion  

to Love in return. 

 

X. Jesus’ gift of self is complete 

a. He endures all human suffering: physical, 

emotional, and spiritual 

b. The greatest pains of heaven and earth 

c. And when He has nothing left to give, he gives all 

He has left 

d. In His final breath He offers up His Spirit. 
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XI. This complete and total gift of self in Love defeats all 

our fears, all our enemies, temporal and spiritual, for 

all time, 

a. Defeating even our sin and death, broken only 

through this act of Love on the cross. 

 

XII. Throughout Lent, we have been reflecting upon 

Compassion 

a. And in our journey we have not been alone, but 

our constant companion has been the risen 

Christ, the true teacher of compassion 

 

XIII. St. Bernard of Clairvaux writes: 

a. “Christ willed His passion 

so that we might learn compassion. 

He is the primary teacher of compassion”2 

 

XIV. We, the mystical Body of Christ, are invited to open 

our hearts to compassion, and continue our Journey 

with Christ, as we walk with Him through the Sacred 

Mysteries of Holy Week. 

 

XV. Keep this week Holy! 

a. Set is aside from your regular routines, loves, 

worries, and concerns 

b. Work, school, and earthly concerns can wait 

                                                           
2
 Demarco, Donald, “The Virtue of Compassion,’ Catholic Education Resource Center, 

https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-virtue-of-compassion.html. April 2019. 

https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-virtue-of-compassion.html
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c. Participate in our parish community’s 

opportunities for prayer and reflection,  

d. most especially our Sacred Triduum 

i. Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and our Easter 

Celebrations 

 

XVI. Be still, keep the week Holy, and open wide your 

hearts 

a. That we may be compelled by compassion 

b. To receive this act of love that is our redemption 

c. To die and rise with Christ. 

d. To return in Love what Love has freely given. 


